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The treasure box of fish:

T

One of the major fishing grounds in Japan
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Suspended-bottom-longline fishing
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Suspended-bottom-longline fishing in the Senkaku Islands area
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The Daihachi-sachi-maru (13 t), a suspended-bottom-longline Eishing boat registered at the Naha
District Fisheries Cooperative, was actively engaged in fishing in the 1970s. The picture also shows
her skipper, Saburo Yonamine (courtesy of Saburo Yonamine, 1970).
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The Tokuichi-maru (7.7 t), a suspended-bottom-longline fishing boat, registered at the Itoman
Fisheries Cooperative, was actively engaged in fishing from the 1980s through to 2010. The picture
also shows her skipper, Tokuichiro Kaneshi (from The Senkaku Islands Document Material
Compilation Association, 2009).

1980 FRMOIEHE L
TV 5 kiR T8
D ENTHERRAS [ H
(7.7 t) & EJFUHE KER
g, (AL

The Tsune-maru (7.7 t), a suspended-bottom-longline fishing boat, registered at the Itoman
Fisheries Cooperative, was actively engaging in fishing since the 1980s. The picture also shows her
skipper, Tsunetaro Uehara (Idem quod).
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Suspended-bottom-longline fishing is a fishing technique used to catch bottom fish on the sea floor
at a depth of 100-150 m. Approximately 80—150 branched lines, with 5-10 hooks per line, hang
from the mainline with marker flag buoys on both ends. The lines can be as long as 2—4 km.
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Each branch line is attached to a floating ball and has a weight on the upper and the
lower ends, which are dropped down to the sea bed. The main line and floating balls
are stored in baskets. Behind the basket are branch lines with baited hooks,
prepared for smooth line casting (courtesy of Hiroki Uehara, 2010).
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A scene from the line casting preparations on the deck of the Tsune-maru as she
heads toward the fishing ground. Checks are being made on the baited hooks that
encircle the outer surface of a round polyester bucket (Idem quod).
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Arrival at the fishing ground off the coast of Uotsuri Island. Being a corridor
of the Kuroshio Current, the flow in the area around the Senkaku Islands is
fast and the waves are high (courtesy of Hiroki Uehara, 2010).
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The fish-finder and GPS are used to confirm the depth and location
when searching for a fishing site. Once a site is determined, marker
flag buoys are cast into the sea and line casting begins (Idem quod).
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A marker flag buoy floating upright on the sea surface. The two buoys are crucial reference points
for the lines because the main line can extend as far as 2—4 km. The islet seen in the far distance is
Okino-kitaiwa (Idem quod).
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A scene from the line casting. Branch lines of 80—150 m are cast into the sea with
the boat operating at low speed. Photo, Casting floating balls attached to the branch
lines into the sea (courtesy of Hiroki Uehara, 2012).
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Each branch line has 5-10 baited hooks attached to it. These lin;es are cast individually
into the sea. A steel bar held in the left hand is used as a weight (Idem quod).
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A pair of fishermen skillfully cast a sequence of lines into the sea(Idem quod).
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The waters around the Senkaku Islands, including the area from Taisho Island to Uotsuri, Minami, and Kitakojima Islands, are
high-quality fishing grounds for suspended-bottom-longline fishing. Photo, Fishing operations off the coast of Uotsuri Island.
(courtesy of Hiroki Uehara, 2010).
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After they finish the line casting, the crew takes a quick break and then prepares to raise the lines.
A moment of high expectations as a strong tug on the line suggests the possibility of a big catch
(courtesy of Hiroki Uehara, 2010).
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The hooked fish on the lines are pulled up one after another and quickly unhooked.
Although this is a pleasant process it requires careful handling (Idem quod).
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The crimson job fish,
caught from a depth
of 100 m depth, is a
tasty fish (courtesy
of Hiroki Uehara,
2010).
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The area off the coast‘ of Kuba Island is also a high-quality fishing ground for
suspended-bottom-longline fishing. Several fishing locations are recorded on the GPS (Idem quod).
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Photo, The marker flag float for lines cast off the coast of Kuba Island.
(courtesy of Hiroki Uehara, 2010).
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The current speed and wave height are just suitable for casting the
fishing line. A good catch should be expected at this point (Idem quod).
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It was a big catch as expected. Fish are raised one after another (Idem quod).
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The fish are
quickly placed in a
fish tank. Most of
them are crimson
job fish (courtesy
of Hiroki Uehara,
2010).
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The fish are unloaded at the port and prepared for shipping to the
wholesale market. Right, crimson job fish. Left, ruby snapper (Idem quod).
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The harvests from suspended-bottom-longline fishing in the Senkaku Islands include not
just deep sea fish, but also shallow water fish. Photo, A large Malabar reef cod (Idem quod).
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The Tomari Port wholesale market in Naha. The floor is full of fish arranged
in lines, ready for the auction (courtesy of Hiroki Uehara, 2010).
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The purchased fish. Paper tags are placed on them indicating their weight in kilograms.
The financial rewards are worthwhile for the hard work in the waters of the Senkaku Islands
(Idem quod)
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